HiDiamond Top Silver Speaker

Review by Jacek Pazio

As the "local news" spreads widely throughout much of Europe, the Italian brand of the same name has
been a well-known cable manufacturer for many years. And not just any one, but for the period of his
activity, considered by many as mainstream. So recognizable even on our market that after the first
preview of the unboxing on the appearance of a Polish distributor, many of my friends gave me reports
of past meetings with an offer of this brand. And the most interesting thing is that they all had a positive
tone, which was confirmed by the interconnect cable test we conducted recently. Therefore, after the
blow, we didn't wait too long and made sure that another product from this brand ended up on the
editorial wallpaper. What did we get our hands on this time? Well, after the success of the debut of the
RCA Top Silver interconnect cable, in the next attempt we will find ourselves in front of a column cable,
namely the HiDiamond Speaker Top Silver supplied by the Warsaw distributor SoundAlchemy.

From what | was able to discover, our hero uses high-quality copper made with proprietary UP-4VRC
(Ultra Pure Single Crystal Copper) technology as a guide. According to the manufacturer, this type of
conductor provides a revolutionary reduction in inductance, resistance and capacitance. Each signal
beam consists of 6 twisted conductors with a cross-section of 2.5 mm? each, which significantly
increase the conduction surface compared to the lower series and thus improve the tonal balance over
the entire cross-section of the transmitted frequencies. At this point in the production process, the
conductor twisting technology is also very important, which, by eliminating distortion, improves the
quality of the powerful, fully controlled bass, offers a lively and expressive midrange, but without the
effect of intrusiveness, the higher registers. The last piece of information that could be found on the web
was the use of an XLPE insulator to protect the signal, which is much more resistant to Teflon and
therefore minimizes distortion more effectively. In the test version, the speaker cables of the same name
were equipped with banana plugs. The cables presented in this way are delivered to the customer in



aesthetic, black cardboard boxes, coated with a shiny glossy material and, as part of the protection
against the purchase of increasingly common fakes, are also provided with an appropriate certificate.

When | connected the speaker cable to my track, one thing was for sure, when it came to streaming
music, he was betting on a well-understood drive. A strong drop in the fully controlled low end, well
incorporated into the mass, but slightly raised in the higher parts, and an open treble, full of verve, meant
that, in the good sense of the word, when listening to music, my heart rate did not try to slow down even
for a moment. But to be clear, it was not a tiring invasion of projection, but a general way, otherwise very
similar to a signal cable, of making music, which | personally perceived as cool, because it was full of
life in the interpretation of it. Of course, a side effect was a greater focus on the attack and speed of
creation of the virtual world, rather than on the length and sweetness of the reverbs. However, as | said,
this was not an obstacle, but as it turns out in the section on cable construction, the successful
implementation of the design assumptions, i.e. the use of a conductor made on the basis of the
proprietary UP-4VRC technology, the method of final formation of the signal conductors and the use of
a special type of XLPE plastic as an insulator. The producer's intention was to show the music in the
aesthetics of the full vigor of life and the inexhaustible layers of verve, and | got that projection during
the test session. And practically from the beginning. Of course, from the beginning | felt the effect of a
strong opening of the balanced sound bordering on good taste, but when the system "worked", the
aforementioned theme of overinterpretation vanished into oblivion.

And without the slightest problem, because any problem in this subject would be immediately shown
by the work of the metal band Megadeth with the aloum "The Sick, The Dying... And The Dead" in the
lead role. It's breakneck fast, but for many it's a great way to play, that if the images were too sharp,
beyond the musicians' piano, they would end up with at least a pain in their ears. Meanwhile, during the
long session, which included a full set of songs, | didn't experience anything like that. Yes, the slightly
tonally raised midrange was livelier and more expressive than | did on a daily basis, but the good
incorporation of music into the mass of both the low and low midrange pointed my observations towards



the perception of a more eloquent presentation in terms of predatory than unwanted hyperactivity. He
was sharp, fast and with a kick, that is to the point of this kind of muse. And the fact that it was quite
successful, and not painfully different in terms of the smoothness of the middle of the band from the
everyday benchmark, only confirmed that the manufacturer not only knew what he wanted to create,
but did it.

Jazz music came with a similar spirit. This role was played by John Taylor's latest album "Sunset". As you
might expect, this is music from a so-called different barrel than the previous album. It forces the
listener into a moment of reflection rather than fighting with the rock stuff, which at first glance
suggested that a test romance with the HiDiamond cable might not be a good thing. | said that its
strengths were the attack and opening, not the forced embellishment of the sound, which could have
turned out differently in the case of playing a typical jazz trio. How did it end? Of course, confirming my
predictions that it is lighter and less juicy, which makes it cheaper in terms of fluidity and the vibration
effect of smaller harmonics, whether piano or double bass. But when | completed the process of several
songs of listening to the accommodation and consequently breaking free of the sound habits of my
everyday setup, | realized that this was once again the result of implementing the intentions to bring this
series of wiring to life. The album sounded slightly brighter, therefore freer and with a clear line that drew
the individual entities, but it was still well inserted into the mass and equipped with the right amount of
energy. And since | like itwhen there is a lot to do on the virtual stage, once again not even once catching
the music in a stumble intended as excessive clarity of the presentation, | also consider this musical
session successful without forcing the facts. Similar to the rock material of the pool it is rather lively
than strongly fascinating, but successful. If | had to choose sweetness over the openness and freedom
of the HiDiamond, | would immediately choose the Italian sound. Because? Because, as | said, there's
always something going on in the music, which usually forces the listener to listen to the next album.
Unfortunately, excessive beauty usually makes me fall asleep quickly, and this is an easy way to get
bored with this hobby.

Where can | see the speaker cable of the same name from Italy? Firstly, in systems that suffer from
overweight and lethargy. In a good sense, a kick with energy and signal growth rate, boosted by the
opening of the higher midrange, will cause the system to automatically lift off your knees. The second
proposal consists of enigmas that oscillate around neutrality. These will also get an injection of emotion,
but when well combined, the HiDiamond Speaker Top Silver shouldn't outdo them in their good taste in
terms of clarity of music projection. It will be spicy, but with taste. As you can guess, it is not advisable
to combine the Italian product with a conglomerate with ADHD syndrome. In my opinion, it will be a
breakneck action. Of course, knowing life, such a move can also be something interesting for someone,
but I think these will be exceptions that prove the rule. Beyond everything, however, | can say with my
hand on my heart, that the cable of the title is an indisputable injection of emotions. And if so, in my
opinion, itis worth calling a trial in one's own backyard.

The system used in the test:

— CD player: Gryphon Ethos

—streamer: Lumin U2 Mini + red-silver QSA switch
—line preamplifier: Gryphon Audio Commander

— power amplifier: Gryphon Audio APEX Stereo



— Speakers: Gauder Akustik Sedan RC-11 Black Edition

— Speaker cables: Furutech Nanoflux-NCF Speaker cable

- RCA IC: Hijiri Million "Kiwami", Vermouth Audio Reference

— XLR: Hijiri Milion "Kiwami", Furutech DAS-4.1, Furutech Project V1
- Digital IC: Furutech Project V1 D XLR

—LAN Cable: NxLT LAN FLAME

— USB cable: ZenSati Silence

— Power cables: Hijiri Takumi Maestro, Furutech Project-V1, Furutech NanoFlux NCF, Furutech DPS-4.1
+ FI-E50 NCF(R)/ FI-50(R), Hijiri Nagomi, Vermouth Audio Reference Power Cable, Acrolink 8N-PC8100
Performante, Synergistic Research Galileo SX AC, ZenSati Angel

Phase: AUDIO BASE 2

Accessory:

—fuses: Quantum Science Audio Red, QSA Silver, Synergistic Research Orange
— anti-vibration platform: Solid Tech

— power supply: Harmonix AC Enacom Improved for 100-240V

— Network strip: Power Base High End, Furutech NCF Power Vault-E
—acoustic panels: Arthovion

Analog Track:

—turntable: SME 60

—insert: My Sonic Lab Signature Diamond

—phono preamplifier: RCM Audio The Big Phono

— plate pressure: Omicron Luxury Clamp

—disc centering device: DS Audio ES-001

— Reel Recorder: Studer A80

Review by Marcin Olszewski

This time, as part of today's meeting, we will focus on such important issues in the life of a statistical
consumer, including audiophiles, such as perceived value, the meaning of the conventional "place of
birth" or the subliminal effectiveness of nomenclature. Sounds serious? Don't worry too much about
this, because this will not be a purely academic talk about the mechanisms that regulate demand in
terms of behavior and marketing, but only non-binding observations made during standard tests, which



prompted me to make the HiDiamond Speaker Top Silver cables supplied by the SoundAlchemy team
in Warsaw. Plaintiff? Quite obvious and not necessarily referring to my unphilosophical nature. It is an
Italian product, that is, one that puts the right perspective from the beginning. In addition, both the name
— Top Silver, and the silvery and, what can | say, undoubtedly attractive appearance, very effectively
create a sense of exclusivity and therefore are mainly aimed at a wealthier and strictly high-end
clientele. Meanwhile, it is enough to take a look at both the product sheet and the price list to
understand that these are appearances that tickle our senses and at the same time an excellent
marketing ploy, because the cables of the title are first of all made of copper, and secondly, the price
ceiling at which they operate can be safely described as a common sense mid-range. So, if you're
wondering what these surprisingly successful threads, which give the impression of threads of noble
origins, can do, | have no choice but to invite you to the sequel.

According to tradition and company nomenclature, the cables of the title are covered with an attractive
silvery synthetic braid, and this is where the suggested silveriness ends, as the signal runs on copper.
Each of the cablesis equipped with elegant plugs, black splitter cylinders with the company logo, model
designation and, of course, the correct directionality indicator. In terms of construction, each of the
passages consists of six ultra-pure single crystal copper®© conductors subjected to the 4VRC - "Four
Times Vacuum Re-Crystallization" process with a cross-section of 2.5 mm? (each) in cross-linked
polyethylene XLPE insulation. The parka delivered for testing was equipped with expanded bananas,
which, according to the promotional material, "are proprietary rhodium-coated connectors, embedded
in NFC-treated carbon housings." That is, carbon fiber housing. Nevertheless, the plugs used in
HiDiamonds may seem attractive, but their seemingly native feature, i.e. spreadability, is purely illusory,
i.e. the stability in the terminals of both the drivers and amplifiers, not to mention the blockage, is, to
put it mildly, symbolic and purely illusory. Which | would like to point out, because it is simply worth
taking a preventive look from time to time to see if any of them simply slip out of the socket.



Similar to the RCA connectors that were housed just a few weeks ago, the Top Silvera speakers don't
feel particularly obliged to specifically hide their presence in the system. So it can be safely concluded
that their appearance in most systems should be clearly audible, which is in opposition to the nomen,
a harbinger of quite irrational opinions that cables do not work. However, they sound and, as if that were
not enough, they sound in their own way, focusing on the refreshing freshness and crunchiness of the
presentation, desired above all by the audience who loves evening and night listening sessions, usually
conducted at fairly civilized volume levels. And with Top Silvers on the track, even with modest doses of
decibels, you will hear pretty much everything and very clearly. For example, the aforementioned
freshness perfectly emphasized Heather Nova's ethereal vocals on "Pearl," while maintaining both the
vibrant sweetness of the acoustic and the hoarse ferocity of the electric guitars that accompanied it, or
the discreetly driven orchestrations in the background. In general, it would be appropriate to consider
HiDiamonds as masters of building hectares of space, ratherimmersed in the scene, although they also
do very well in the domain of spaciousness. With them on the dance floor, even listening in a smallroom
can take us not only inside a concert hall with an impressive cubic capacity, but above all free us from
the feeling of crushing and compressing the musical spectacle unfolding in front of us. Don't believe us?
Well, | recommend taking the "Misa Criolla" performed by the late Mercedes Sosa and everything should
become clear. Freedom and momentum of the first order, but at the same time without "pumping" of
apparent sources and tiring blow-ups in the long run, or artificial basses when it is not actually being
recorded, or is only discreetly smuggled in to maintain the tonal balance of the choristers operating in
the high registers.

And what about the repertoire, where can a little weight and saturation be useful? Well, | won't beat
around the bush, but | honestly admit that on "Detestation" G.1.S.M. with Top Silvers on the track, there
is not even a trace of pity or empathy. Oh no. Here we have live fire, spitting poison, and really crazy
vocalizations straight from Japanese "b", or even "c" class horror movies. However, while aesthetes may
turn up their noses, orthodox fans of the genre should be ecstatic, because any softening or lamination
of the message would be an obvious departure from the completely intentional garage rudeness.
Interestingly, | did not notice any tendency of Italian cables to overinterpret the aggressiveness and
offensiveness contained in the reproduced material. And even though the double kick and bass jerks
didn't have the same filling and energy as the WK Audio, which is the benchmark, | dare say that owners
of small floor or bookshelf monitors might not notice this fact either, because their speakers simply
don't venture into the available areas m.in. Therefore, there is no need to assume in advance that the
crunch and crunch of Top Silvers will not work with fiery riffs and guttural howls, but simply borrow them
and see for yourself.

The HiDiamond Speaker Top Silver not only successfully matches the aesthetics represented by their
signal brothers, but also proves that you can play virtually any music without excessive sweetness and
warmth of the message. All you have to do is be aware of what is expected of the sound and if it is speed,
openness and infectious timing, then | dare say that Italian cables can appeal to lovers of such
aesthetics.

System used during the test
— CD/DAC: Vitus Audio SCD-025 Mk.II + 2 x Quantum Science Audio (QSA) Blue Fuse

— File reader: Lumin U2 Mini + Farad Super3 + Farad DC Level 2 copper cable + Omicron Magic Dream
Classic; Soundgenic HDL-RA4TB I-O Data

—Turntables: Denon DP-3000NE + Denon DL-103R



— Phono preamplifier: Tellurium Q Iridium MM/MC phono preamplifier

- Digital source selector: Audio Authority 1177

- Integrated amplifier: Vitus Audio RI-101 MkIl + Quantum Science Audio (QSA) purple fuse
— Speakers: AudioSolutions Figaro L2 + Solid Tech Feet of Balance + ZenSati Angel Jumpers
— RCA IC: Furutech FA-13S; phono NEO d+ RCA Class B Stereo + Ground (1m)

—XLR IC: Vermouth audio reference; Furutech DAS-4.1; WK Audio TheRed XLR

— Digital IC: Fadel art DigiLitz; Cyberlink Copper harmonic technology; Apogee Wyde Eye; Monster
LightSpeed 200 Cable Connection

— USB cables: Wireworld Starlight; Vermouth Audio Reference USB; ZenSati Zorro
— Speaker cables: WK Audio TheRed Speakers mkll + SHUBI Custom Acoustic Stands MMS-1

— Power cables: Esprit Audio Alpha; Furutech FP-3TS762 / FI-28R / FI-E38R; Organic audio power +
Furutech CF-080 damping ring; Furutech Evolution Il Power; Furutech Nanoflux Power NCF; 2 x WK
Audio TheRed Power

— Ciapet: Furutech e-TP60ER + WK Audio TheRed Power
—Wall socket: Furutech FT-SWS-D(R) NCF
—Switch: QSA Red + Silent Angel S28 feet + Farad Super6 power supply + Farad DC Level 2 copper cable

— Ethernet cables: In-akustik CAT6 Premium Il; Audiomica Laboratory Anort Consequence, Artoc Ultra
Reference, Arago Excellence; Furutech LAN-8 NCF; Next Level Tech NxLT Lan Flame

— Anti-vibration platform: Franc Audio Accessories Wood Block Slim Platform
- Table: Solid Tech Radius Duo 3

— Acoustic panels: Vicoustic Flat Panel VMT

Distribution: SoundAlchemy

Manufacturer: HiDiamond



