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HiDiamond Interconnect Test: Three Sides
of Neutrality

Our Rating

HiDiamond Top Bronze8.6
HiDiamond Top Silver8.5
HiDiamond Performance Gold9.1

But there are also those that offer different sounds, or at least model the tonal neutrality of
their various products. And | would include HiDiamond cables in the latter category.
Typically, their signature is close to neutral, but the individual models - at least the ones I've
listened to - set slightly different accents. What? Let's start with Silver.

The HiDiamond Top Silver is the most neutral of the cables tested; on some recordings, |
would even call it slightly cold. It's definitely brighter. It certainly doesn't add bass or body to



the music, nor does it emphasize the midrange with the lower frequencies; It is not a cable
of this group. The Silesian Quartet, which played Grzegorz Ciechowski's tracks recorded on
the excellent album "Republique", sounded noticeably lighter than the reference cable (Fadel
Art Reference One). The violins were sparkling, the viola splendid, but the cellos were rather
light. But maybe Fadel is exaggerating?

However, for example, a harpsichord or trumpet gained great brilliance and sparkles with the
HiDiamond Top Silver cable, the strings of acoustic guitars also shone, gaining additional
energy and a nice "flickering" sound (those who use bronze strings know what | mean).

The bass and midrange also showed neutrality. While the voices of Cassandra Wilson and
Tom Waits were a little less fleshy than other HiDiamond cables, the operatic female voices
and tenors shone with full brilliance. The jazz trio's double bass was full and suitably massive,
never to be confused with a cello, yet it emphasized the sound of the strings rather than the
body.

In general, as far as tonality is concerned, this cable is balanced, allowing you to appreciate
the timbre, but not overly saturated; with a rather moderate dose of "audiophile juice" in the
sound, but not dry. | would define the richness of tone and saturation sufficient, not
excessive. It doesn't add color or embellish anything, but it doesn't fade the colors either. We
don't have to worry about the tone being faded.
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The HiDiamond Top Silver, however, undoubtedly prioritizes clarity and communicative
presentation. Not yet offensive, but extremely direct. This is despite the soundstage being
slightly further away from the listener - a very interesting feature, as the farthest perspective
from which we view musical events does not affect the sense of tangibility. Stereo and depth
start behind the speakers, with ample space and precision, although the sounds are not yet
encased in their bubbles.

The clarity of this cable also comes from its high resolution; the HiDiamond Top Silver firmly
controls decay and highlights the attack phase. We don't have to concentrate on following
individual sounds, looking for musical details. Everything is presented on a plate. This also
affects the speed and microdynamics that the cable emphasizes, bringing the presentation
to life. Meanwhile, the relatively light tonality results in the reproduction of the sound scale:
a lighter, airier sound. And this is also what distinguishes the Top Silver from the other two
HiDiamond cables | have compared.

HiDiamond - test. Cables in action (photo: wstereo.pl)

So let's move on to the Top Bronze model . You might think it's a cheaper cable, but it also
strikes you as slightly fuller than the Top Silver. It's still a neutral feature, but its sound is a
little more "meaty". The music that runs through it has a little more body and feels a little
heavier, across all frequency ranges. Maybe he misses the opening of the more expensive
cable a bit... But honestly, in this respect | prefer it to Silver.

This characteristic immediately implies two things related to dynamics. Speed and
microdynamics are slightly lower, and the HiDiamond Bronze is a bit slower, but the
difference is not significant. However, it reproduces the sound range better than the Top
Silver. When | played Morphine or Audioslave, the guitars acquired adequate hoarseness and
body, while in jazz, the saxophones had more "wood" coming from the mouthpiece, and the
singers' voices took on a more pronounced shape. And that was really great.
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Other aspects differ from the more expensive model, which does not mean that the Bronze
performs poorly: we must consider its price and the fact that it has been compared to a cable
twice as expensive . So, first of all, we have a slightly lower accuracy, the sounds are not
defined with the same precision. The smallest differences are found in the treble, more
noticeable in the low end. The bass isn't quite as well controlled and sounds a bit looser,
which also gives the impression of more mass. However, all this does not drastically affect
the resolution; It's pretty good though.
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The space is presented a little closer to the listener. Nothing is forced forward, but the
musical experience begins from a shorter distance. There's a little less air, so instruments and
vocals are placed closer together: there's no fluidity between them, which means the
soundstage isn't as wide as with a more expensive cable, and it's less precise.

The HiDiamond Top Bronze is also a cable with a less tangible and direct sound: this is
perhaps its main difference compared to the Top Silver model. Communicativeness is still
good, but not at the same level; a slight haze creeps between the listener and the music being
played. Paradoxically, though, this can be an advantage of this cable. It is designed for less
expensive systems, which are often a bit noisy and require a lowering of the tones.

It was time for the most expensive interconnect cable | had ever heard: the HiDiamond
Performance Gold. At first, comparing it with the Top Silver, | realized: the difference is
relatively small... First of all, it was predictable. At this price, spending even twice as much on
a cable doesn't make such a big difference. That's how it works in audio, and not just audio.
As we go up in price, spending more and more, we earn less and less. Secondly, the changes
are there; Just go back to the previous configuration for a while, and everything becomes
clear.
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In terms of tonality, Performance Gold is certainly closer to Silver. It is a neutral sound, not
warm and uniform . There are no special treatments that can affect a particular frequency
range. It might seem like the lower notes are a bit more pronounced, weighted, or perhaps
emphasized. However, careful listening and discussion lead to different conclusions.

A more expensive cable is simply richer, more saturated, and transmits more
information. Various information: on timbre, sound consistency and articulation. This
happens in all frequency ranges, but is most audible in the bass and low-mid. That is why we
have the impression that they are emphasized. In my opinion, this is not the case; They are
simply richer, convey more information and therefore capture a little more attention.

This makes the sound sound seem more powerful and wide, with instruments and vocals
becoming more three-dimensional and even more tangible. Overall, this cable offers a much
more vivid sound than the Top Silver, paying more attention to musical timbres and nuances.
At the same time, with the increase in power and mass, we lose absolutely nothing in terms
of speed and microdynamics.
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HiDiamond Performance Gold, like its "cheaper" brother, is a cable with a precise and
accurate character, but adds something more. In addition to maintaining excellent resolution,
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we also get more reverberation, a greater richness of what happens during the decay of
sounds and, among other things, there is more variety, more that little plankton, those
vibrations, for example, when the notes of the piano strings fade. However, the difference
here is significant compared to the cheaper cable.

Similarly, the space is built at a certain distance, but due to the greater vibrancy and three-
dimensionality of the musical forms, as well as the slightly greater scale and mass of the
sound, it becomes more interesting and natural. This is particularly evident in the
presentation of planes and depth, which enhances the palpability of the sound.

Summary

HiDiamond cables will not have an easy start: our market is full of cable companies, including
Polish ones, so the competition will be fierce. But Italian cables have a chance to establish
themselves in our audiophile world. First of all, the offer is quite wide and diversified, with
something for everyone. And they sound really good. | listened to three cables in different
price ranges (from PLN 1,000, with the RCA version costing PLN 550, to over PLN 6,000).
These cables are tonally neutral, not overly pretentious. The cheaper HiDiamond Top Bronze
is the heaviest and most massive of the three, featuring decent dynamics (especially on a
macro scale), but it's only reasonably precise and accurate, without drawing the subtlest of
musical notes. But at its price, this is not a disadvantage. The space is built rather in the
foreground and very palpable, but without much depth. The more expensive Top Silver is a
demonstration of tonal neutrality, sometimes even bordering on a slight coldness. This cable
emphasizes speed and precision, accuracy and control. It is certainly more dynamic than the
cheaper model. The space created by this interconnect cable is also more airy and precise.
The most expensive of the cables tested, the HiDiamond Performance Gold, apparently only
makes a slight improvement immediately after connecting the Silver. But a longer listening
session and a reverse comparison leave no doubt: this is a much more refined cable. It is not
significantly warmer, but we can perceive it this way because it conveys more information
about the sound and its texture. It's also a precise and precise cable, with better decay and
reverberation. And much more colorful and dynamic. Very interesting cables, worth listening
to.
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HiDiamond — XLR Signal Cables

Prices (pair 1 meter):

HiDiamond Top Bronze — PLN 1,099 (PLN 549 RCA)

HiDiamond Top Silver — PLN 2,399 (PLN 3,799 RCA)

HiDiamond Performance Gold — PLN 6,199 (PLN 7,999 for RCA version)
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